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Exam 3
Question 1
The National Organization for Women (N.O.W) is a civil rights interest group. The concerns of this type of group are more than just pushing for civil rights and they encompass the social welfare immigration policy, a variety of gender issues, political actions, immigration policy and affirmative action. For N.O.W in particular, among the issues that it addresses through demonstrations, lobbying and litigation include child care, abortion rights, pregnancy leave and pension rights. Initially, the major concern of this interest group was to pass the equal right amendment to the constitution which failed to get ratification though this group has continued to advocate for it. 
The other issues that this group prioritizes and works on include passage of the state equal rights and the equal pay for work of comparable value. At the state level, the group has met a great level of success. Even though the group mainly focuses on women issues, it also seeks to end all the discrimination and especially supports LGBTQ community rights.  The group created a political action committee which supports politicians who share the organization goals. 
Such a group is important because it helps push for civil rights and expresses burning issues that the government and law makers may not prioritize. Also, it helps to take the voice of the minority groups to the ears of the decision makers for considerations. These groups try to push for fair grounds for every citizen and especially the minority groups in their varied conditions and situations. Further, this group is important because it fosters a fair ground for everyone and pushes for a favorable social welfare a well as equal opportunities for everyone where each group is considered in the decision making process.  
Question 2
 The functions of political parties are to represent the groups of interest, simplify choices and make policy. In regard to representing groups of interests, political parties groups and even individuals, different groups and individuals have their special concerns. Political parties may represent the concerns or interests of farmers or farm workers, the urban African Americans, teachers or particular industries.  Generally, they represent the interests of any similar individual or group that cooperate to express a specific agenda.  The people that are represented by the elected officials of a given political party are known as constituents. Whether an elected official is from Democrat or Republican, the constituents make their interests known to the people who represent them. Therefore, one of the functions of political parties is to represent the interests of groups or individuals.
The other function is simplifying choices. In any country, there are several issues that need to be addressed. Each issue is particularly important to a given group or individuals. Since different groups and individuals have different concerns, it is difficult to make all of them known or resonate with the distinguished groups of people. Political parties come in to simplify these issues. The political parties try to appeal to different groups by stating their goals in simplified ways so that the people or voters can have a broad philosophy without having to necessarily focus on each specific issue. 
The third function of political party is making policy. It is important to note that political parties are not policy making organizations on their own. However, they take positions on critical policy questions and offer alternatives to the party that is in power. When seeking to support a political party, the first step I would take is to consider the agenda it represents and stand for. 
Question 3
The minimum constitutional requirements to run for the presidency of the United States are; must be natural born citizens of the United States, must be 35 years or older and must be a resident of the united states for 14 years and above.  The importance of being 35 years or older is to have good judgment. The idea that age brings wisdom and maturity along with it is what the founding fathers of the nation had in mind when they were spelling out that to be eligible to run for presidency one must be 35 years or older. The idea is that at 35 years, one is mature and wise enough to have good judgment when making national decisions.
The other constitutional requirement is being a natural born citizen of the United States.  This requirement is important as it protects the United States from foreign influence.  The intention of this requirement is to ensure that those that govern the United States represent the culture and way of life of the United States. It is to ensure that no persons of foreign origins will govern the born residents of the United States. This makes sense as it is not sensible to have a foreigner lead the people of the United States. 
The third minimum requirement of the constitution is to be a resident of the United States for 14 years. The importance of this requirement is that; its intention is to ensure that those who run for the office of the president have been in the country for a significant period of time, enough to learn the interests of the country people. It is meant to ensure that the candidates are well versed with the issues facing the people they represent hence ability to address them. Further, to ensure that candidates are fully aware of the processes involved in running a government and making national decisions. I would like the age limit excluded because age is no guarantee for good judgment.
Question 4
Balancing the ticket in the United States politics is when a political candidate chooses a running mate who is usually from the same party as the candidate with the aim of enhancing widespread appeal to the campaign. Ticket balancing is mostly used to describe the appointing or selection of the vice presidential candidate.  What must be considered to ensure that a candidate can maximize on the chances of winning the election when balancing the ticket is selecting a running mate that comes from a different region than the candidate to bring a widespread appeal on the campaign. Also, if the candidate is affiliated with a specific faction of the party, it is wise to select a running mate from the competing faction so as to unify the party. 
Considering selecting a running mate that comes from a different region than that of the candidate would appeal to people from the region the candidate comes from and where the running mate originates. This would bring more support for the team as this strategy will have enabled the party to reach a wide audience. Choosing a running mate from the competing faction of the party will unify the party hence more support for the pair. 
The most current example of a successful balancing the ticket is that of Joe Biden and Kamala Harris in the recently concluded United States presidential elections. Being from the Democrats party, the party selected Joe Biden as the presidential candidate and Kamala Harris as the running mate.  In one consideration of balancing the ticket, Joe Biden and Harris Kamala are from completely different geographical regions, and equally important, represent different races. Biden is from Pennsylvania while Harris is from California.  In terms of race, Biden is completely white while Harris is a woman of mixed race. This was a successful balancing of the ticket.
Question 5
Some of the major differences between the House of Representatives and the senate are that; the members of the house are elected every two years. Senators on the other hand are elected for a term of six years. Another major difference is that senators are supposed to be at least 30 years of age while members of the house are supposed to be at least 25 years. Further, senators should be citizens for at least nine years while members of the house are required to be citizens of for at least seven years. The other difference is in regard to who they represent. Senators represent their entire states while members of the house on the other hand represent individual districts. 
There reason there are no term limits for members of the congress is because the U.S Supreme Court in the case of U.S term Limits v. Thornton declared that states cannot impose term limits for the members of the congress because the constitution does not grant them power to do that. In other words, doing that would be unconstitutional. The declaration posited that allowing states to impose congressional term limits would lead to what it termed as “a patchwork of state qualifications” for congress members. Further, it was argued that allowing the states to impose congressional term limits would jeopardize the relationship between the people of the nation and national government. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The lack of term limits hurts the legislative body in that; since the congressmen and congresswomen are the law makers, when the majority gang up to pass laws that serve their personal interests and not necessarily those of the people and succeed, it means that the practice would be going on for a long time since there are no term limits, hence bad governance. Also, the lack of term limits locks out other individuals who may have brilliant ideas to introduce to the congress that would benefit the people. I would like to become a member of the congress so I can introduce a motion to give the state powers to impose congressional term limits.
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